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The problem with plastic

ENTRY TICKET – SHOW WITH YOUR FINGERS…

How sure you are that you can explain how plastic pollution  
changes environments and harms living things?

1 - Unsure 2 - �Slightly 
sure

3 - �Quite 
sure 4 - Certain



Part 1: 
Discover the issue
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PICTURE FROM A VET

What can you see? 

What do you think? 

What do you wonder?
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WVS VET REPORT

This week, WVS have 
been treating cows in 
India. We removed 14kg 
of knotted plastic waste 
from a cow’s stomach. 

We treat many animals 
that need veterinary care 
because of the plastic 
waste left by people.  



PLASTIC POLLUTION

The problem with plastic

Plastic pollution is when 
plastic waste ends up in 

places where it shouldn’t be, 
affecting the environment 

and animals that live there. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT PLASTIC?

Think about the properties of plastic as a material.

Why might these properties be a problem?
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PROBLEMS OF PLASTIC
Watch the video clip and note down what you discover about why plastic can be harmful. 



Part 2: 
Join the adventure
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QUESTION TO INVESTIGATE

How does plastic pollution 
change environments  

and harm living things?

Search through our WVS vet  
reports to find information  

to answer the question.

WVS VET REPORT 

WVS clinic location: Galápagos Islands, Ecuador

Animal affected: Galápagos giant tortoises

Problem: We have seen a growing number of Galápagos giant 
tortoises needing veterinary care.  They are eating plastic items  
such as face masks, bags, balloons, bottles, rope and tape.   
They are mistaking these items for food and then becoming unwell as 
plastic can block their digestive system. This is worrying because they 
are an endangered species that already have several challenges that 
threaten their survival. These challenges include losing their homes, 
being taken as pets, not enough water and too many grazing animals 
eating the grasses that tortoises need for food. 

Cause: Littering by tourists and locals in areas close to Galápagos  
giant tortoise habitats. 

Solution: Taking litter home and being aware of keeping the 
environment clean and safe will help Galápagos giant tortoise 
numbers to grow. 
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WHAT DID YOU DISCOVER?

Record what you discovered  
to answer the question:

How sure are you that you can 
explain how plastic pollution 
changes environments and 

harms living things?

Enquiry question: How does plastic pollution 
change environments and harm living things?

Read through the vet reports to uncover information to help you to answer the question.

1. Draw and label an environment that has been changed by plastic pollution.

2. Draw two animals that you have discovered are being affected by plastic pollution.

3. Describe how plastic pollution harms these animals.

Word bank:
plastic   eat   tangled   digest   trapped   injuries   environment   microplastics    

littering   toxic   food supply   unsafe   polluted   habitat



Part 3: 
Be the change
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HOW CAN YOU HELP TO PROTECT ANIMALS FROM PLASTIC POLLUTION?

Which changes could you 
make to help to protect  

animals from harm caused 
by plastic pollution?
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MAKE A PLEDGE AGAINST PLASTIC

Make a pledge against plastic, 
explaining the actions you will 

take to reduce the harmful  
effects of plastic on animals. 

Pledge Against Plastic
Make a pledge against plastic, explaining the actions you will 
take to reduce the harmful effects of plastic pollution on animals.

To help reduce plastic 
pollution and protect 

animals I will:

1.

2.

3.



EXIT TICKET – SHOW WITH YOUR FINGERS…
How sure you are that you can explain how plastic pollution 
harms the environment and living things?

1 - Unsure 2 - �Slightly 
sure

3 - �Quite 
sure 4 - Certain
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